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The District's Surplus.

T'nder the strict terms of the organic
act which provides for the present sys-
tem of financing the District of Co]urq-
hia a surplus of District revenues 13
fmpossible, inasmuch as in theory such
revenues are raised only to cover one-
half of the appropriations made by
Congress, the other half being paid out
of the United States Treasury. In prac-
tice, however, it has been found neces-
sary to appropriate on the basis of the
prospective revenues of the District,
and heretofore,, up to a recent period,
Congress has matched the District’s
tax money dollar for dollar, with a few
notable exceptions of organic act viola-
tions. Latterly a tendency has pre-
vailed to reverse the conditions so that
the appropriations are made to fit with-
in the prospective District revenues
and to apply the surplus of local tax
funds to extraordinary projects on a
virtual cash basis and to the repay-
ment of certain debts alleged against
the Distriet.

It is expected that there will be a
surplus of District tax money after the
appropriations for the next fiscal year
are made, over and above all author-
ized expenditures for current mainten-
ance and for the extinction of floating
indebtedness. The Star has always re-
garded such a surplus as an anomaly
and an injustice, for it is obvious to
any student of District matters that
the municipal needs are far from being
met, and that as long as there is any
legitimate need, either in the way of
current maintenance or permanent im-
provement, every penny of District tax
money should be expended, with a
mateching of federal monéy on the half-
and-half basis.

If there is a surplus in the budget of
the fiscal vear ending June 30, 1916, it
should be applied first to any floating
indebtedness chargeable against the
District. If then there should ba a sur-
plus, the money which Congress will
not permit to be expended on the half-
and-bhalf basis should be, as Is now
tentatively proposed, invested in some
manner to meet the District's half of
the funded debt maturing in 1924. Ifany
way Is found whereby this debt, which now
amounts roughly to six and a half mil-
liomns, can be liquidated in whole or in part
before the year of maturity, thla use of
the Distriet's surplus will be especially
advantageous, saving a large sum in in-
ierest. If, however, the bondholders in-
sist upon their full term of investment
the District can at least be increasing
its sinking fund more rapldly than the
present ratlo of appropriation permits,
and will at some time In the com-
paratively near future stand fully
ready to discharge its half of the debt
under the law.

This suggestion of a method of dis-
posing of the District's surplus is =all
subject, however, to the contention
that there is no warrant whatever in
the law or in the existing municipal
conditions for the existence of such a
=urplus.

Street Developments.

That the possibilities of street de-
velopment in this eity have been only
partially realized is indicated by the
plans just set forth and in part in-
augurated for the decorative treatment
of the midstreet parkings. The par-
ticular scene of this Improvement is
Pennsylvania avenue between 4th and
6th streets southeast, where, as pre-
viously described in The Star, chains
have bheen looped along the boulevard
parkway to carry vines., It is easy to
imagine the effect of such a decoration
when it has developed through a sea-
son or two of growth. The rigid
.Btraight lines of the street will be
broken inte graceful curves and light
screens of green will be trained to re-
lieve the eve. As The Star suggested
the other d®y respecting the midstreet
rarkings such as that recently started
in Maryland =venue northeast, not
enough consideration was given in the
early stages of the city's planning and
development to the utilization of the
thoroughfares for other than =trictly
practical uses. Nothing adds more to
the appearance of a city than a meries
of these central parks hirecting the
theroughfares and Washington might
be the most attractive city of all
America in this respect with some re-
adjustments of the space. By taking a
faw feet off the sides now given to
sidewalks and parkings and putting
the gpace into midstreet grass and
shrubbery, every part of the capital
would be made exceptionally beautiful,
This is a thought to be borne in mind
as changes in curb lines are planned in
future public works.

Franve has issued a “vellow book™
on the causes of the war, which very
nearly exhausts the chromatic scaje in
diplomatic publicatieons.

Humors of another provisiomal presi-
dent of Mexico do not strain American
eredulity in the least.

The Republican Leaders.

A very warm welcome I."I.h‘.
¥r. Herrick. His friends think him of
presidential size. and have launched =
boom for him They will tell him,
singly and in chorus, that he iz =all
right, and advise him to keep his eye
on'the Eun.

Eut even if he should miss both first
&nd second place on the republican na-
tional ticket, he would not be barred
from important caleulations. If the
republicans return to power in 1917,
where could a fitter man be found for
either the BState Department or the
Treasury Department? e had achleved
business success on a largs scale be-
fore his opportunity as a diplomat
came to him. He now ranks high in
both the business and the diplomatic
world.

Take then the case of Mr. Falrbanks
If he i= not selected for & pl on the
national ticket and his party vder
other leadership wins, he would nake

country ha probably will not care for
a cabinet post. For in that event he
will succeed Mr. Clark in the speaker-
ship, and the republicans will bs likely
to restore the office to its former im-
portance.

Gov. Whitman, missing a place on the
national ticket, would make a capital
Attorney General, while Mr. Justice
Hughes would preside well over the
Btate Department.

It is out of this survey of the situa-
tion that the full size of the repub-
lican hope grows. The party is strong
in its present leadership, and the lead-
ers would serve well anywhere. All
are good presidential timber and equally
g00d cablnet timber,

Mr. Lincoln's first cabinet contained
four men of first-class importance,
any one of them easily equal to the du-
ties of the presidency. Heward, Chase,
Stanton and Blair were a tower of
strength to their chief. Without men
of such grade, indeed, Mr. Lincoln could
not have succeeded. His burdens, un-
shared by such shoulders, wotlld have
broken him down. He realized the
demand and his necessities, and sought

=d | the right men.

If the next President is a republican
he will have a task of magnitude, and
can hope to perform it well only by
surrounding himself, as Mr. Liocoln
did, with the best men available. The
better known they are for work done
in high office the better for him, his
party and the countiry. And it is to be
assumed that no man to whom he ap-
plies for assistance will fail him. The
President will have a right to expect
every man to do his duty in that sphere
of the political life to which it has
pleased the President to call him.

The Session and the Program.

Probably no effort to arrange a program
for the session will bé made untll after
the President has addressed Congress.
How far will the democrats be willing
to leave matters to him?

Any amount of gossip is circulating.
Bome storles hint at a revolt against the
President’'s further domlnation. The
question is asked, Did the elections not
warn Congress? Did they not, indeed, in-
Btruct Congresa to sit up and take notice
for itself?

Undoubtedly there iz some discontent In
democratic circles on this point. The new
leadership has not pleased everybody.
Here where a cindidate for the Sepate
or the House was defeated; there where
patronage has done mischief; and yonder
where things sre out of joint generally,
there are rumblings which may or may
not cause commotion.

But no leader stands out in this gossip;
and no revolt ever succeeded without a
lezder. Somebody must show the way,
and direct operations. Nothing is more
futile than a leaderiess protest. Even a
mob, to succeed, must have a leader.

In this case a strong man Is necessary.
For, whatever may be thought of the
election results, the President iz still a
powerful factor in affairs. He still has
patronage of value to distribute, and is
stili of the disposition to place it where
it will do him the most good. And, more-
over, he has 1918 in view.

Those numerals hedge him about. If
he is broken down now or soon, his party
breaks with him. As respects the next
presidential race, he is the party. . If it
cannot re-elect him, its doom is sealed.
There is not another man In it who could
carry the standard if discredited to
victory.

Disgruntled democrats of prominence
and influence are likely to think twice,
therefore, before making themselves
ugly n the open t i1 the President.
They cannot injure him without injuring
the party, and they canmnot injure the
party without injuring themselves. And
the first law of nature holds good in
politics.

1t may be that $he President of his own
motion may decide not to drive a® hard
at the short as he did at the long ses-
sion. An o revolt in Congress may
not be necelsary to bring him to reason
and moderation, as his critics view the
situation. He may 'have read the election
returns in something of the same light
his critics did. He may not need such a
nudge as is suggested in the gossip of
the day.

But the play is about to begin, and it
will tell its own story. The house is full,
and all are at attention.

Portugal wanta permission to march
troops to the front through Spain,
which suggests that if Europe Ia going
to continue to fight in the years to
come a séries of international militaiy
highwaye will be absolutely necessary
to enable a state to remaln neutral if
it wants to do so.

American officials will be kept very
busy if they try to censor the songs
of the soldiers and sailors to keep
them from expressing sentiments that
may possibly have a bearing on the
big fight.

Villa is probably not worrying about
the multiplication of Mexico's pro-
visional presidents sov long as he has
one of his own and an army to back
him.

As far as known, Col. Roosevelt has
not arranged for a private wire to
keep him posted on the doings of the
progressive meeting in Chicago tomor-
row. He probably knows already
what will happen.

Nearly every day brings weord of the
reopening of an industrial plant, which
shows that General Prosperity 1s
carrying Important positions in his
steady advance.

Petrograd persists in postponing the
official declaration of a decisive victory
in Poland in a manner that must be
annoying to the optimists who had
Germany's armiea all destroyed.

The Associated Charities.

The balance sheet of Assoclated
Charity work during the fiscal year
ending September 30, as made public
at the annual meeting last evening.
shows a totsl of raceipts of §50,874.63,
and disbursements of $50,514.16. In
other words, this meost wvaluable or-
ganization, which so effectively man-
ages the practical eharity work of the
District, spent §130.53 more than It re-
ceived. In one way this 1ooks llke Bad
business, but in another way it is a
good sign, for it shews that the ergani-
sation is using Ite funds to ths limit
of posaibility. A surplus of charity
money might indieate overglving or
underapending, and there is always
some way to spend money effectively
hers as in any other city, for the reallef
of the poor and for their guldancs into
wayn of thrift,

The Assoclated Charities semmands
the confidence of thls communi-
ty, &as attested by the charac-
ter of the men and wemen who are
gliving thelr tima and energles as well
as their means in its maintenance, It
has handled the charity guestlen here
admirably, not merely relleving the ur-
gent wants of the unfortunates, but
conducting an educational work of per-
manent value. True charity through
organization is not mere alms giving.

The Associated Charities has instruct-

&d the people in the matter of giving
to the poor themselves in the way of
more thrifty living. It has had to con-
tend against the impulsive tendency of
the generous citizen to give to the
casual applicant without investigation
and without thought for the encour-
agement of thriftlessness which such
haphazard glving entails.

At last night’'s meetlng a note of
warning was sounded that is to be
heeded. The people of Washington
have been asked during the past four
months to give to various charitable
objects abroad, to relieve distress oc-
casioned by the war. They have. re-
sponded generously. They should not
forget that thete is a duty here at
home to be discharged and that the
local charities must be maintained
first, in full measure. There is no rea-
son to look for any material decrease
in the local demands for charity this
winter, and the Associated Charities
should be kept sufficiently in funds
during the next three or four months
to enable it to meet all calls for help.

A Rochester man is suing a -restau-
rant company for §10,000 because he
found » mouse in hiz soup. The jury
may modify the damages on the ground
that he found it in season.

New York political gossips have al-
ready arranged a break between Gov.-
elect Whitman and “Boss” Barnes,
which will probably cause some agita-
tion at Oyster Bay.

Forty-eight hunters were killed by
mistake for deer in Minnesota, Wiscon-
gin and Michigan during the season
just closed. And still foot ball is scorerd
as America’s most deadly sport!

Winston Churchill promisea fifteen
new dreadnaughts next year. Then
perhaps the delaved rat catching will
begin.

A Camden boy fired several shots in
a schoolroom just to frighten the pu-
pils. New Jersey evidently needs a
pistol restriction law, too.

Local commuters confess that they
are quite unable to do the sum that the
railroads have sét for them.

SHOOTING STARS.
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Getting Restless.
“You are not as conseervative in your
ideas as you used to be.”
“No,” replied’' Benator Sorghum, *“I
recognizg that civilization must keep
moving. Conservation is all right un-
til it becomes organized Iindolence.”

The. War of the Salads.

“The causes of war are sometimes
strangely trivial,” remarked the stu-
dent of history.

“Yes,” replled Miss Cayenne. Y
know a once peaceful.family that has
lined up in factions over the question
of whether it i= proper to say ‘to-mah-
tos’ or ‘to-mav-tos.” " °

Secluded Treasures.

The hen and pig avold the crowd
And neither admiration begs.

Yet they would be exceeding prond

To krnow the price of ham and eggs.

Limitations.
“Don’'t you approve of these mod-
ern ideas of efficiency in business?"
“Well,” replied Mr. Dustin Stax, as
he got into an office coat, “I admire
efficiency and system and all that, but
I don't belleve there's any way of mak-
ing my work 8o easy that T ecan turn
it over to somebody else while I'go
and play golf.”
Preparations.
“Shall I put a little more brandy in
the punch?’ asked the host.
“Xo,” replied the hostess. “Be con-
tent to leave it as a punch. Don't
make it a knock-out."”.

Concealment.
Each one of us has dropped a tear
In secret now and then
For-things that never wlll appear
Unto our fellow men.
The road you travel may seem rough
And hope be far away,
But still yon throw a merry bluff
And struggle to be gay. -
For well you know that if you claim
Of sympathy a share,

You're due to quit the busy game
And sink into despair.

None but the thoughtless will reveal
Life’s bitterness and gulle.

The wise endeavor to conceal
The hurt beneath the smile,

Bo let us join to seek anew
The passing thought that cheers,

The rainbow gently gleaming through
The mist of human tears,

Let's boldly lift the song again
In light and careless tone.

Our joys are for our fellowmen;
Our sorrows are our own.

Motives for Enlistment.
From the Braton Transcrips.

The London Times, commenting on
the progress of recruiting for the‘army
in the fleld, notes that stories of the
gallantry of a regiment attract men to
that unit. Volunteers ask to be a=-
signed to it. Its gallantry may have
been sealed in blood, but that fact
makes little difference tn the recruits,
They want to serve in a “fighting regi-
ment,” one whose deeds have heen
given honorable mention in dispatches.
This desire of recruits to go where cer-
tainly danger, if probably glory, awaits
them will not astonish Americana old
enough to have personal recollectiona
of the elvil war The dark hours for
the Union couse were, so long as the
volunteering impulse lasted, followed
by popular demonstrations of an Inten-
tion to ight the war to a finish, Rarely
did the tldings that a particular regi-
ment had suffered heavily fail to stir
the locality In which it was ralsed to
exertions to make good the zaps in its
ranks. As practically all our regimenta
were “volunteer,” local pride and local
sympathy ‘were iwin levera of recrult-
ment. 1ln many a town the news that

1ist of casunlties stirred young men
who heaitated to enlist to resort to the
recrulting ofMice, nll asking that they
might be assigned to comradeship with
their fellow-townamen, Hence it was
that defeat d!d not have the effect that
might have been expected, but on the
contrary slloited response both in men
and monay to the Union's needs,

Indicting Whole Peoples,

From the Kaosas Clty Times,

#] do noi Know the method of draw-
Ing up an indletment pgalnst o whole
people,” sald Edmund Burke, having
referenca (o Lthe American colonists,
l-ir. Burke llved (oo early, Bince thia
European wnar lLroke ouiL patriotic
writers have taught us that there's

nothi ood In “the whola peeple”
that ne.sc of them happens to be
against,

Buy Red Cross Christmas Seals,
Prom the Teledn Blads, ‘

Of the many beautiful charities that
will presa thelr claims for the Christ-
mastide, the one which must make the
most compelling appeal ia the work of
the organization fighting the white
plague. There must be gifts for
neglected 1ittle ones and food and
warmth for needy men and women, but
even greater than these demands is
the urgent nead for ceaseless battle
against the most dreaded disease of the

Tace.

“ths company’ had rolled up «u long!

426 9th St. N.W.

Phones M. 987, M. 6810, M. 6664
Open Until Midnight
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15c¢ Swansdown Face Powder........
50c Formamint Tablets.............
10 Bx. Lax. .- oo iaias e s s
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25¢ Gowan’s Pneumonia Salve.......
$1.00 Wine Cardui ..................
10c Velvet Hand Cleanser...........
15¢ Pears’ Unscented Soap..........
25c Pears’ Scented Soap............
50c Caldwell’s Syrup Pepsin.........
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65c Bay Rum, imported, pt..........
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35c Steero Beef Cubes..........
50c Williams’ English Lilac Toilet Water. .
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$1.75 Eckman’s Alterative............
$1.00 Eckman’s Alterative...........
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50c Phenol Sodique.....................33c
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Yesterday Was a Hummer!

| Just as we thought—all we had to do was to make the announcement aboul
our great purchase of %35 Suits to sell at $33.75—and the men were with wa.
GHving eractly what we adverbise—always brings the Dbusinass. We made the
saving—in this big purchase—and you get ti. Every Suit’'s a $35 Suif.

D. J. Kaufman’s
el Lucky Purchase of

389

Fine $35 Suits

On Sale at

$2 3.75

Kept Us Busy All Day Yesterday

Sure was a lucky purchase—lucky for us—lucky for you. We made the
saving—you get it—we get the business and increased prestige.

These are the finest hand-tailored garments—made of the best fabrics the
mills produce—high-class finished and unfinished worsteds that you can only find
in the most expensive tailoring shops. $45 would be an awful $23 75

low price for them to charge—we're selling 'em at. .. ... ...
Styles for the young man—for the man that wants to be young—the tall man—the
short man—the stout man—the slim man—sizes for all men, 33 to 40.

Money’s Worth or Money Back

D. J. Kaufman

(INCORPORATED)

1005-1007 Pa. Ave.

The Christiani Drug Co. 4269th SLNW.

FEDERAL FINAME,
By John Poole.

Today—December 1st

Every depositor in this bank re-
ceived in the first mail a complete
statement of his account for the
month of November, with all can-
celed checks.

This “statement™ shows:
(1) Balance.
{2) Record of all deposits made.
(3) List of all checks paid.

Thus the depositor knows reg-
ularly on thé& first day of each
month the exact condition of his
account, and is saved the incon-
venience of presenting and call-
ing for his passbook.

Send for specimen statement,

or call and have it explained to
vou.

FEDERAL

NATIONAL BANK | 1tk
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Rich milk.

tnfagts, invalids and

than tea or coffes.
Taks no smbetitate.

' TheFood Drink for Ali Ages g

malted grain, in powder form. For .

oatrition, upballding the whole body. Invigorates
suralag mothers and the aged. More bealthful

ochran Hotel

Centrally

VE

growing childran. Pore

Ask for HORLIOK A

the f[estive
Paint

Let Us Redecorate :
Your Home Before Xmas'

—You will want everything @
to be in perfect condition for,

and
home in artistic style.

Geo. Plitt Co., Inc.

1218 Connecticut Avenue

Eugene S.
season. Let us |
Repaper your

14th and K N.W.
\Washington, D. C.

American and European
Plans.
Special Rates for
the Season

American Plan,
$3.50 per day and up.
European Plan,
$2.00, with bath, and up.

located

Cochran,

Best Quality

ful premisea.
and FUNERALS,
Went 542,

K. A.- WUSTROW

LANDRCAPE GARDENER,
ARCHITECT AND DECORATOR.

All work pertaining to GARDENING, NURS-
PRY ATOCK and zv'!m‘mm;x. Lay out begutl-
Fresh cut flowers for WEDDINGE

Fer C. O,

Thite Ash £tove, §T.10.
Cheatput, $7.25.
§5.50

1010 20th St. N.W. t 1o change

—of Wagons

Thos. E.

IG, HIGH-CLASS

lowest prives,

Young

e handle only the beat
be bought, and guaranies
ton. Estah. 40 rears.
nml  Carringes hers  at
Uarrla Reposltory,
404-4006 Po. wve,

PHONE MAIN @288.

COAL

D. delivery east of 17th and somth
W sta, nnd in Brookland.

per ton,

JOHN MILLER & CO.,

Lowest Prices

Large Furnace 80,
W. A Egg, sli.sr'
without notire,

ade of coal that can
2,240 pounds to every

$9.98 $5.98 $8.98  $10.00 $14.75 $6.98

| Choice of Coats Here Illustrated, and Many Other Styles
[li Have just arrived and will be placed on =ale tomo row. There are all ~izes for women and misscs.

| IF IT'S “NEW” WE HAVE IT

MILTON R. NEY,

| Women’s Specialty Store 807 Penna. Ave. N.w_._

and Surplus. $5.000,000.00

Capital

Start Your Bank Account Tomorrow

The longer you put it off the harder the start will be.
Make a start tomorrow, no matter how small the amount.

If vou will lay aside a small portion of vour salary each
pay da_{r in a short time vou will have a “nest egg” that will
ITOW.

With a bank account back of you vou will have more con-
fidence in yourseli—feel that vou are ready when opportunity
arrives.

We pay interest on all accounts.

.American Security & Trust Co.

Northwest Corner 15th St. and Penna. Ave.
CHARLES J. BELL, President

911 H 8T. N.W.




